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Title
Claddagh Ring

Date
1984

Medium
Metal (18kt gold)

Description
An 18 kt gold claddagh ring. The ring features two hands 
holding a heart with the crown on the top of it. The inside 
of the is inscribed "President Reagan Galway 1984."

Dimensions
15/16 × 15/16 × 1/16 in. (24.6 × 24.4 × 1.6 mm)

Historical Note
The design of the claddagh, two hands clasping a heart surmounted by a crown, came from the fishing 
village of Claddagh near Galway, Ireland. It symbolizes love, friendship and loyalty. Couples exchanged a 
claddagh ring at weddings beginning in the 17th century: "With this crown, I give my loyalty. With these 
hands, I offer my service. With this heart, I give you mine". Wikipedia tells us that a person wearing the 
ring on the right hand with the heart facing outward is not romantically linked but is looking for love. If the 
ring is turned inwards, the wearer is in a relationship, or their heart has been "captured": the heart points 
down the hand and into the veins which lead to the wearer's heart. The ring worn on the left hand with the 
heart facing outward shows the wearer is engaged; turned inward indicates the wearer is married.

Copyright
Copyright or other proprietary rights may be held by individuals or entities other than the Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Library and Museum. The Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum does not warrant 
that the use of materials will not infringe on the rights of third parties holding the rights to these works, or 
make any representations or warranties with respect to the application or terms of any international 
agreement, treaty, or protections that may apply. It is your responsibility to determine and satisfy any 
copyright or other use restrictions. Pertinent regulations can be found at 36 C.F.R 1254.62.
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